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PETITION 

OF 

SUNDRY MERCHANTS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 

Relative to seamen's wages. 

January 8, 1846.—Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

January 26, 1846.—Ordered to be printed, to accompany bill S. 58. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled: 

The petition of the subscribers, merchants, shipmasters, &c,, residing 
in the southern district of New York, and having a deep interest in the 
commerce and commercial regulations of said district—• 

Respectfully showeth : 

That the present condition of the law permitting seamen to prosecute 
against the vessel in the admiralty courts, has become a serious and alarm¬ 
ing evil, is continually on the increase, and is in its results highly injuri¬ 
ous vto the interests of the seamen themselves. 

That there is and has been for a long period of time a class of sailor 
boarding-house keepers who are retained by proctors of the courts of admi¬ 
ralty, to the end that said keepers may introduce to them seamen whose 
■wages may have become due, in order that they the said proctors may 
immediately (and without giving any notice to the owners of vessels) libel 
the vessels, for services on board which said wages have accrued. That 
said libels are often filed before the*accounts of the vessel are settled, and 
when there is no intention on the part of the owners to withhold the 
wages due, and when the only delay in the payment thereof arises from 
the.fact that the said wages are not liquidated. And your petitioners further 
show that, by this course of proceeding, large bills of costs in the majority 
of cases, and enormous ones in some, accrue to the mere benefit of the 
said proctors, and the clerk of said admiralty court, and of the mar¬ 
shal of said district, while the seamen themselves are compelled to pay 
said proctors a large proportion of their wages, so recovered by such ini¬ 
quitous process. That, in order to obviate in some degree this serious 
difficulty, the State of New York passed a law creating the marine court 
of the city of New York; that said law gives jurisdiction to said marine 
court in all cases of seamen’s wages, but inasmuch as no allowance was 
made by said State law for proctors’ fees in said marine court, no suits of 
any consequence for such wages are brought in said marine court, the in- 
terest of the proctors inducing them to commence their suits in the ad- 
Ritchie & Heiss, print. 



2 [86] 
miralty. That it is a common practice for proctors, when they have a 
dubious claim for wages, to wait until the vessel be about to proceed to 
sea before they send the marshal to attach her; and so, very frequently 
unjust and unfounded demands, with large bills of costs, are paid, rather 
than incur the loss and risk of a delay of the vessel. And your petition¬ 
ers further show, that by the settled law of the admiralty of said district, 
all river craft may be proceeded against in like manner, and that proctors 
are accustomed, when they have dubious claims, to attach some half hour 
or fifteen minutes before the stated time of starting, so that the captain is 
either obliged to pay the demand or be detained; often in the case of 
steamboats with from 200 to 400 passengers on board. 

Your petitioners, in view of all these circumstances, and in order to 
remedy these evils, pray that a law be passed by Congress, to the effect 
that in no case shall a party recover costs in the admiralty when the sum 
recovered shall not exceed the sum of one hundred dollars, but that, on 
the contrary, he shall pay his adversary’s costs. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 
W. W. De Forest ,& Co. 
Wetmore Cryder. 
C. H. Marshall, 

Grinnell, Minturn, & Co. 
E. D. Hurlbut & Co. 
Woodhull & Minturn. - 
Jonathan Hillman. 
Robert Hall. 
Goodhue <fc Co. 
Howland & Aspinwall. 
Edw’d Richardson, 

President of Marine Society, N. Y. 
Hicks &. Co. 
Nath’l L. & Geo. Griswold. 
Andrew Foster & Sons. 
Russell E. Glover, 

Trustee of the Seaman’s Fund President of Sailor’s Home, 

New York, and Retreat, New York. 
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